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Residents of our area have 
long known of East Lans-
ing’s and Meridian’s con-
cern about redeveloping 
Grand River Avenue east 
into Okemos.  This is a 
major artery with few safe 
pedestrian crossings and a 
declining number of own-
er-occupied homes.  In an-
ticipation of expanded 
demand, the Capitol Area 
Transportation Authority 
and local governments are 
pursuing a major study to 
create new transportation 
alternatives along the 
Michigan Ave./Grand Riv-
er “corridor” connecting 
the Capitol to Meridian 
Mall.  The study’s mate-

What’s Happening to Grand River Avenue? 
 

 
Thanks to the tireless ef-
forts and technical skill of 
Board member Carl Lira, 
the Association now has a 
powerful and expandable 
website to show off our 
neighborhood and provide 
accurate information for 
residents and nonresidents 
alike.  Carl gave hours of 
effort to customize Drupal, 

rials say that widening of 
Grand River is not possible 
with “existing develop-
ment.”  But the case stu-
dies under consideration 
all point to high-density 
business and economic 
development along im-
proved transit lines that 
could include light rail 
and high-speed buses, 
with major implications 
for the quality of life in 
our neighborhood.  Easy 
access to public transport 
is a major attraction to 
home buyers, but along-
side it comes rezoning, 
more shops, and greater 
pressure on shrinking 
green space.  We are 

watching this very close-
ly and are arranging a 
presentation by perti-
nent city and CATA staff 
for the Association board. 

Stay informed!  Watch 
our website for news and 
announcements.  The 
transportation study web-
site contains an array of 
explanatory documents 
and materials:  

http://www.migrtrans.org 

a popular open source con-
tent management system, 
so that it would provide 
great tools for us to com-
municate with you.  The 
site includes threaded 
bulletin boards, user 
blogs and profiles, feeds 
from City news sources, 
a photo gallery, a virtual 
tour and maps, and a 
suite of email lists.  
Members of the Associa-
tion can login to discuss 
neighborhood issues, swap 
second-hand items, find a 
babysitter, share ideas 
about landscaping, securi-

ty, and housing, post their 
own blogs, organize 
events, and get timely  in-
formation and news 
about our area, access 
board minutes and offi-
cial documents.  Joining 
is easy, all you need is 
your own email address.  
Visit 
http://brookfieldneighbor
hood.net/user/register to 
request an account.  Once 
Carl or Peter Knupfer ap-
proves the account, you’re 
able to login, develop your 
profile and join the con-
versation! 
 

BHNA Officers 
 
Tim Dawson, 
(103 Oakland) 
President 
 
Vice President, 
(Vacant) 
 
Joe Skwara (144 
Oakland), Trea-
surer 
 
Nella Davis-Ray 
(164 Maple-
wood), Record-
ing Secretary 
 
Peter Knupfer 
(120 Oakland), 
Communications 
 
Jan Bernsten 
(184 Maple-
wood), At-large 
 
Carl Lira (131 
Oakland), At-
large, webmaster 
 
Sally Lloyd, (216 
Oakland), At-
large 
 
Kristen Rosen-
brook, (236 
Oakland), At-
large 
 
Tom Wibert, At-
large 
 
Contact board: 
http://brookfield
neighbor-
hood.net/taxono
my/term/3 

-- over -- 

BHNA is on the air! New website unveiled 
 

This is your associa-
tion!  Your $20 annual 
dues strengthens our 
voice in City affairs 
and helps protect our 
part of East Lansing! 



 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Tree Update

The Brookfield Heritage 
Neighborhood Association‘s 

mission:
• To preserve the 

neighborhood’s 
unique treescape 

and environment –
your dues help pay 

to replace trees 
along our streets!

• To promote the 
safety of the neigh-

borhood.
• To foster communi-

ty through annual 
picnics and social 

events
• To protect the sin-

gle-family character 
of the area through 

representation in 
city government.
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Neighborhood Safety: 

David Drolshagen, 1960

Update your 
email address 

at our website 

and stay cur-
rent on neigh-

borhood news! 
 
Join our an-
nouncements 
mailing list: visit 
http://brookfield
neighbor-
hood.net/mail to 
sign up and up-
date your ad-
dress. 
 
Send any items 
for the newslet-
ter to Peter 
Knupfer, pknup-
fer@gmail.com 

Brookfield Occasional, Page 

Tree Update 
Pat Robinson, (1523 Roseland) attended the Association board

recommendations for 2010 planting.  Last fall, two trees were purchased and 
planted on Oakland at the cost of $785.  The homeowners, Alan Munn & Manny Hac
el generously donated a total of $600 to the Association for use in replacing trees
trees made it through the winter in great condition.  Pat recommended purchas
more trees this fall, at 235 Maplewood and the other on Roseland. Funds are available 
to purchase two more trees this fall. Pat will be reimbursed for the cost.
Pat expects to identify locations for tree plantings in 2011.  She
tions to the Board in the fall or spring.  ~~~~ 

Brookfield is a safe and se-
place, but it has expe-

rienced some break-ins re-
ly that prompt us to 

caution all our friends here 
to be alert, communicate 
any suspicious sightings or 

tivity to police, and 
above all talk to and help 
your vacationing neigh-

There was a burglary in 
the 1500 block of Roseland 
the weekend of June 19-20.  
The homeowners had tak-
en precautions to lock up 
and run lights on timers, 
but the thieves apparently 
had been watching the 
place and kicked in the 
back door.  If you saw any-
thing suspicious in our 

that weekend report it 
the East Lansing police. 

-March a break-in 
urred at the 200 block 

Neighborhood Safety: Break-ins a Growing

David Drolshagen, 1960-2010 

In Memoriam: The Associa
and neighbor with the passing of Dave Drolshagen on 

April 11.  Dave had been a member of the BHNA 

for four years, lately serving as our Vice President.  

Passionate about the green space in our neighbo
hood, Dave was always willing to offer advice and a 

helping hand to anyone looking to preserve a tree, 

further beautify a yard, or promote the lovel

that greets visitors to our corner of East Lansing.  We 
miss his good cheer and wise counsel.  The Board 

sends its condolences to his family and 

with their wishes sent a memorial donation to the 
Children’s Miracle Network.

of Maplewood and two 
cars were stolen.  Both ve-
hicles were later recov-
ered. 

We are fortunate that East 
Lansing police chief Tom 
Wibert lives in our neigh-
borhood and serves on our 
board.  Drawing on his 
knowledge of local crimi-
nal behavior he has pro-
vided some very useful 
home security tips at 
our website: 
http://brookfieldneighb
orhood.net/security 

Please tell your neighbors 
when you plan to be away 
for an extended period, 
and help watch each oth-
er’s property.  Lock your 
doors, especially walk-out 
porch doors, and avoid 
giving notice to prospec-
tive thieves that you have 
valuable electronics or 
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the Association board’s April 12 meeting to 
ll, two trees were purchased and 

planted on Oakland at the cost of $785.  The homeowners, Alan Munn & Manny Hack-
for use in replacing trees. Both 

Pat recommended purchasing two 
at 235 Maplewood and the other on Roseland. Funds are available 

reimbursed for the cost. This summer 
She will make recommenda-

a Growing Concern 

ation lost a good friend 
and neighbor with the passing of Dave Drolshagen on 

April 11.  Dave had been a member of the BHNA board 

for four years, lately serving as our Vice President.  

space in our neighbor-
hood, Dave was always willing to offer advice and a 

helping hand to anyone looking to preserve a tree, 

further beautify a yard, or promote the lovely scenery 

that greets visitors to our corner of East Lansing.  We 
miss his good cheer and wise counsel.  The Board 

sends its condolences to his family and in accordance 

with their wishes sent a memorial donation to the 
Children’s Miracle Network. 

items in your house.  
Above all, report any 
suspicious activity to the 
police!  They will be 
happy to come by and 
check it out. 

~~~~~~~~~ 

The Association Board met 
on April 12, 2010, at Presi-
dent Tim Dawson’s house.  
Full minutes will be avail-
able at our website, 
http://brookfieldneighbor
hood.net/minutes.  The-
next meeting: July 21, 6:30, 
location TBA. 

If you have not already 
done so, please pay your 

$20 annual dues and join 

the association!  We work 

to preserve our unique en-
vironment and provide a 

voice in city affairs! 

 


